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DINNER WITH my daughter 
used to be my favourite time of 
day, but now that she’s 21 months 
old, I dread it. It starts off well 
enough: I watch Dale greedily 
gobbling up the food I’ve lov-
ingly prepared and her hilarious 
expressions as she experiences 
new flavours and textures. It 
makes me feel appreciated, when 
parenting can often feel like a 
thankless job. Then things take a 
turn for the worse. “More, please?” 
she’ll ask, pointing to her empty 
bowl. Obligingly, I’ll run to the 
fridge to replenish the avocado 
or pulled chicken—excited that 
tonight’s menu was a hit—but 

then I’ll watch with dismay as 
she smushes the fresh food in her 
hands like Play-Doh and then—a 
second blow—wipes the carnage 
on her clothes. “Wash hands!” 
she’ll demand next, followed by 
another series of screams as she 
pulls her hands away at the sight 
of a wipe. Defeated, I release her 
from her high chair—avocado 
hands intact—and feel myself 
flinch as a mischievous smirk 
spreads across her face. It’s one 
of the confusing (and often in-
furiating) cycles of our day that 
makes me forget my once-sweet 
baby and wonder, When did my 
kid turn into such a jerk? 

It turns out I’m not alone in 
feeling like my kid has trans-
formed into a raging tyrant 
(seemingly) overnight. And not 
only is it typical, but it’s develop-
mentally necessary. Between the 
ages of one and a half and three, 
kids are just gauging tolerance for 
certain actions, but this behav-
iour can be misinterpreted as 
“naughty,” says Jennifer Kolari, 
a child and family therapist, and 
the author of Connected Parenting: 
How to Raise a Great Kid. While 
my instinct was to read Dale’s 
shift in personality as a reflec-
tion of poor parenting skills, 
Kolari assures me this is part of 
the development process, and 
understanding that is the first 
step in reining in the behaviour.
Exploring limits There are a few 
reasons your toddler may be 
acting out, and a big one is to 
challenge their limits, as well as 
those of their parents. “Kids at 
this age are testing boundaries 
and experimenting with the 
world to see where they have push 
and pull,” Kolari explains. They’re 
getting older and becoming more 
independent, but they’re still not 
quite sure what that means. 
Communication breakdown  
At the same time, toddlers are 
learning how to communicate 
their wants and needs. Language 
and vocabulary are very limited, 
which can lead to a lot of frustra-
tion. “They’re kind of like little 
cavemen. It’s way easier to just 
grab something or scream than 
it is to find all of those words 
floating around in their head and 
try to put them together into a 
statement,” says Kolari.
Emotional roller coaster As a 
parent, it can be difficult to watch 
your little one shift from the 
excitement of learning to crawl, 
walk or say their first words to 
the unexpected and explosive 
anger that is unleashed any time 
you don’t cut their grapes in just 
the “right” way. Janet Lansbury, 
an educator and author of No 
Bad Kids: Toddler Discipline 

Without Shame, points out that 
the part of toddlers’ brains re-
sponsible for regulating emotions 
is still developing. “Your child 
very likely understood that you 
didn’t want her to hit you or her 
friends, siblings or pets, dump 
her food or water onto the floor, 
whine, scream and call you 
‘stupid,’ but her impulses made 
a different choice,” says Lansbury.
Understanding the world Parents 
should try not to take this behav-
iour personally and try to respect 
that their child is attempting to 
be a good student in figuring out 
how the world around them 
works, adds Kolari. “They’re not 
banging on the table to ruin your 
beautiful table—they’re doing it 
to see if it makes a cool sound.”
‘Bad’ behaviour triggers Lans-
bury agrees that what parents 
might see as “bad” toddler be-
haviour is just how they learn or 
try to communicate some form 
of discomfort. She recommends 
parents stop and take a moment 
to check in with their little one 
when an outburst occurs. Go 
through a mental checklist: Are 
they tired, hungry or overstimu-
lated? “I try to disempower ‘bad’ 
behaviours by allowing them to 
roll off my back,” says Lansbury. 
“I show them I acknowledge their 
feelings by saying something 
like, ‘I hear how angry you are 
about leaving the park. That re-
ally disappointed you.’” It may 
feel silly at first, but showing that 
you understand what they’re 
experiencing and mirroring the 
appropriate response will help 
them learn how to communicate. 

One of the most important 
things about this phase is that it’s 
totally normal, adds Lansbury. 
Even the most patient parents 
will struggle to deal with angry, 
indignant, unreasonable tod-
dlers. I try to remember that as I 
begin cleaning up the dishes. “No 
dishes, Mommy!” Dale screams. 
“Only Daddy does dishes.” 
Maybe she’s reasonable after all.  
—SIMONE OLIVERO

YOUR  
TODDLER IS 
NOT A JERK

Kids this age are like little Neanderthals. 
Don’t take it personally.
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Our editors in the Today’s Parent Approved lab assembled, 
played with and evaluated each toy, game and activity  
kit in our 2018 Toy Guide (plus more that didn’t make the  
cut). We looked for fun toys that would entertain and 
encourage skill development or imaginative play. They  
had to be well-made, the instructions had to be clear and  
age-appropriate, and toys for young kids needed to stand  
up to rough-and-tumble play (we tossed them down stairs  
just to be sure). We also sent each toy out to families so  
we could get real-life feedback from parents and kids—the 
critics who matter most.

TRIED + TESTED

6-IN-1 MUSIC MAKER 
HAPE, $50, BABYENROUTE.CA

Is your tot ready to start a 
one-man band? This wooden 
guitar features a tambourine, 
xylophone, drum and more,  
so your little one can rock and 
roll with just one instrument.

INSPIRAL -  
RAINSTICK BALL 
TINY LOVE, $20, AMAZON.CA

With a handy fringe on top 
that makes the toy easy to 
grip, this ball-meets-rattle will 
stimulate baby’s senses.

MEGA BLOKS ABC  
MUSICAL TRAIN 
MATTEL, $25, TOYSRUS.CA

This little engine can play catchy tunes while helping toddlers learn 
the alphabet. Build it up (and take it apart), or use the set with other 
pieces in your kid’s Mega Bloks collection.

ROCK POOL  
SQUIRTERS 
HAPE, $17, SCHOLARSCHOICE.CA

These cute bath-time buddies 
will make the most reluctant 
water baby want to dive into 
the tub. The crab and fish squirt 
water, and because the toys are 
easy to clean (simply pop off 
the plugs at the back, wash and 
let them air out), you don’t have 
to worry about mould.

STEM BLOX
MANHATTAN TOY, $52, WELL.CA

This beautiful set of wooden 
blocks packs an educational 
punch. In addition to the letters 
of the alphabet and numbers 
zero to nine, there are punctua-
tion marks and math symbols, 
so you can introduce your little 
one to addition and subtraction. 
Best to start ’em young, right? 

TOUCH + 
DISCOVER  
SENSORY TURTLE
VTECH, $25, WALMART.CA

Baby can shake this cuddly turtle or press the 
large button to activate sounds, songs and lessons 
about numbers and colours. Play peekaboo by 
tucking the turtle’s head and legs into its shell!

ROCKING 
MUSICAL 
CHICKEN
MANHATTAN TOY, $64, 

WELL.CA

Cock-a-doodle-ding-
dong! This chicken is a 
xylophone and a cym-
bal, plus its wings clack 
and its tail can be used 
as a maraca. Funky 
chicken dance, anyone?

GALLIVANTING 
GOOSE CUDDLY
HABA, $27, TOYSENSE.CA

Soft and huggable, 
this sweet little goose 
is part stuffed animal, 
part blankie. It also 
has a Velcro attach-
ment for baby’s 
favourite pacifier. No 
more searching for 
soothers that have 
gone AWOL!

WOW! 
TOY
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AVOCADO  
STROLLER TOY
SKIP HOP, $13, SKIPHOP.COM

Finally, an avocado that’s per-
fectly ripe! This cuddly toy’s  
two halves come apart to reveal 
a cute face and rattle centre. 
Don’t be surprised if your baby 
wants to take this little green 
guy everywhere.

STROLL + DISCOVER 
ACTIVITY WALKER
VTECH, $50, WALMART.CA

This fully loaded walker has all 
the bells and whistles—literally. 
Songs and phrases teach your 
baby colours, numbers, shapes 
and animals. Whether they’re 
barely sitting or on the move, 
the detachable activity panel 
(and toy cellphone) will keep 
them amused for hours.

GEARZOOZ 2-IN-1 JUNGLE FRIENDS 
GEAR PARK
VTECH, $50, TOYSRUS.CA

This toy can be used as an activity centre or a 
gear board and has colourful moving parts and 
cheerful animal figurines to keep little hands busy. 
Meanwhile, more than 150 songs help toddlers 
learn about different musical instruments, nature  
sounds and more.

1-2-3 BUILD IT! ROCKET- 
TRAIN-HELICOPTER
LEARNING RESOURCES, $30, AMAZON.CA

The 17 pieces in this set 
can be configured in 
three different ways to 
build a rocket, train or 
helicopter. The durable 
chunky pieces snap 
together easily, and 
a play wrench makes 
your little one feel like 
a real-life mechanic.

CLUTCHING TOY 
RAINBOW  
CATERPILLAR
HABA, $18, TOYSENSE.CA

Carefully crafted from beech 
and maple wood, this colourful 
caterpillar is designed with tiny 
hands—and mouths—in mind. 
Its round beaded body is easy 
to hold and offers just the right 
amount of teething relief.

PLAYSKOOL FRIENDS 
SESAME STREET LET’S 
DANCE ELMO 
HASBRO, $58, WALMART.CA

Elmo will get your toddler  
moving and grooving with  
10 catchy tunes, including the 
well-loved “Elmo’s Song.” Kids 
will learn about colours and 
animals as they sing along.

B MOOOSICAL BARN
B. TOYS, $60, MASTERMINDTOYS.COM 

Show us a cuter way to learn animal 
noises—we’ll wait. Add these adorable 
animal figurines to the board one by 
one to hear their sounds (they would 
also be fun to play with separately). 
The farm’s DJ, a friendly fly, plays five 
different songs and can be turned to 
change the tune or stop the music.

SPIKE THE FINE 
MOTOR HEDGEHOG
LEARNING RESOURCES, $30,  

AMAZON.CA

Spike is a fun little pal who 
helps toddlers count and 
identify colours as they return 
all 12 of his multicoloured 
quills to his back. For easy 
cleanup, the quills can be 
tucked away inside. 

MUSICAL RAINBOW 
TEA PARTY 
LEAPFROG, $25,  

MASTERMINDTOYS.COM

Tea time just got an upgrade. 
This sweet set includes every-
thing a toddler needs to get the 
party started: a chatty teapot 
that counts and changes co-
lours, a serving tray with slices 
of cake and two teeny teacups.

FISHER-PRICE LITTLE PEOPLE 
MUSIC PARADE RIDE-ON
JAKKS PACIFIC, $55, TOYSRUS.CA

Talk about a sweet ride: This colourful scooter 
plays five marching tunes, and kids can make 
their own music with the on-board keyboard that 
mimics the sound of a tuba, trumpet and more. 
Toddlers will also love revving the engine and  
tucking their fave toys in the 
trunk before hitting the road.

SAFARI LEARNING STATION
LEAPFROG, $70, TOYSRUS.CA

There are three ways to play with this learning  
station, so it grows right along with your wee  
tot. A colour-changing chameleon, light-up lion 
display and monkey ball toss are just a few of  
the fun features.

PORTABLE  BABY GYM
HAPE, $135, BABYENROUTE.CA

For entertainment on the go (and fast storage!), 
this adorable gym can quickly be packed away 
into an easy-to-carry tote. The soft mat is nice  
and comfy, and there’s a dangling bee, flower  
and apple for entertainment.

FISHER-PRICE DANCE  
+ GROOVE ROCKIT
MATTEL, $60, WALMART.CA

Adorable alien? Lovable robot? We’re not sure 
what this creature is, exactly, but we do know 
that it’s a whole lot of fun. Baby can bust a 
move to more than 100 songs and record  
messages that get played back in silly voices.

ROCK-A-LONG PUPPY RIDE ON 
HAPE, $90, ALLSTARLEARNING.CA

Rocking horses are so last year. Made of wood 
and water-based paint, this 
adorable pup’s friendly 
face and colourful coat 
make him a charming 
addition to any nursery.

WEATHER BALANCING GAME 
BIGJIGS, $22, CARDBOARDCASTLES.CA

Today’s weather report? A mixed bag with lots of giggles. Toddlers will 
get a kick out of trying to balance the wooden rainbows, snowflakes 
and lightning bolts as the umbrella rocks. 

WOW! 
TOY

WOW! 
TOY

WOW! 
TOY

WOW! 
TOY

WOW! 
TOY
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LEGO DUPLO STEAM TRAIN
LEGO, $80, SHOP.LEGO.COM

This Lego Duplo engine makes it easier than ever for 

young kids to put on their conductor’s caps—a simple 

push forwards or backwards makes the train start  

up, and a firm hold makes it stop. Plus, five  

coloured action bricks prompt the train 

to sound its horn or turn on its lights. 

JINJA’S JET 
SAGO MINI, $25, INDIGO.CA

When it’s time to go on vacation, gnomes 
Tom and Astrid travel in style. That’s 
why they’re flying the friendly skies with 
Jinja the cat. This nine-piece set includes 
Jinja’s jet, plus some adorable accesso-
ries, like a pint-sized suitcase, sleep mask 
and—wait for it—selfie stick!

PAINT-SATION 
GOLIATH GAMES, $20, AMAZON.CA

Imagine a painting sesh with less mess. 
This innovative no-spill painting station 
comes with paint pods that prevent leaks 
(they’re almost like really saturated ink 
pads), so your budding Picasso can go  
to town sans drop cloth.

CAT FASHION MAGNETIC DRESS-UP 
MUDPUPPY, $22, MUDPUPPY.COM

This a-meow-zing set of 40-plus magnets lets kids dress 
fashionable felines in adorable mix-and-match outfits and 
accessories. The combinations are almost endless!

DON’T STEP IN IT
HASBRO, $25, TOYSRUS.CA

If your kiddo loves the poo emoji and potty 
jokes, this game will be right up their alley! 
The aim: Avoid stepping in poop as you 
make your way from one end of the mat to 
the other. Oh, and did we mention you’re 
blindfolded? Happy hot-stepping!

GO-WITH-ME ABC 
BACKPACK 
LEAPFROG, $40, INDIGO.CA 

Kids will learn their ABCs 
by playing with the 26 
letter pieces and practising 
their writing skills on the  
board with the help of Mr. 
Pencil (a silly stylus that 
speaks). Bonus: The ABC 
backpack is wearable, so 
it goes everywhere your 
kid does.

SEABROOK 18" PROFESSIONAL  
DOLL + LIFEGUARD PLAY SET  
OUR GENERATION, $55 (DOLL), $50 (CHAIR),  

MASTERMINDTOYS.COM

Seabrook the doll is ready to save some lives  
in her professional lifeguard gear, complete with 
binoculars, whistle and working megaphone  
(kids can use it too). A lifeguard chair (sold sepa-

rately) gives Seabrook  
the perfect vantage point  

for scanning the surf.

WOW! 
TOY

WOW! 
TOY

WOW! 
TOY
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BARBIE DREAMHOUSE  
MATTEL, $250, WALMART.CA 

There are dollhouses, and then there are dream houses—and Barbie’s latest mansion 
belongs in the latter category. Standing at more than three feet tall, the home is decked 
out with a swimming pool, a waterslide and a working elevator. That’s not to mention all 
the stylish furniture and the cool sights and sounds: The oven lights up and the timer 
goes off, and the toilet makes a flushing noise.

TIMBER TUMBLE 
PLAN TOYS, $40, HERITAGEKIDS.CA 

The goal of this Jenga-like 
game is simple: Push logs aside 
for the beaver without letting 
him fall. Real wooden pieces 
and a neutral colour palette 
mean it won’t be the end of the 
world if this game doesn’t make 
it back into the toy chest.

HAPPY BUNNY
BLUE ORANGE GAMES, $28, AMAZON.CA 

Teamwork is the name of the game, as up 
to four players collaborate to harvest carrots 
from the farmer’s field. This is a fun way 
to encourage siblings (or friends) to work 
together for the greater good—they can join 
forces to collect the bunny’s carrots (the 
ones with bite marks!) and beat the farmer’s 
carrot count to win.

BUILD OR BOOM 
GOLIATH GAMES, $20, WALMART.CA 

Half the fun of building a tower is knocking it 
down, right? In this high-pressure game, the first 
player to finish their structure gets to hit the 
dynamite and blow up their opponent’s creation. 
Twenty-nine different “blueprint” cards help kids 
navigate a variety 
of construction 
options.

HOT TUB HIGH DIVE 
HASBRO, $30, WALMART.CA 

Rub-a-dub-dub, it’s time to take a dive into the 
hot tub! This game uses real bubble solution to 
create foam that flies when the diver drops from 
the top of the ladder. Manage to dodge the suds 
completely, and you win.

LEGO JUNIORS STEPHANIE’S  
LAKESIDE HOUSE
LEGO, $45, SHOP.LEGO.COM

Designed with smaller hands in mind,  
Stephanie’s two-level vacation home is easy 
to build and packed with fun details for 
imaginative play. Stephanie and her friends 
can enjoy a game of basketball, race water 
scooters and roast teeny-tiny marshmallows 
over a pint-sized firepit. 

BRIGHT BASICS 
SORTING TREE 
EDUCATIONAL INSIGHTS, $33,  

AMAZON.CA 

Your little nature lover will go 
wild for this colourful sorting 
tree. Instead of the same old 
geometric shapes (square, 
circle, etc.), kids match leaves, 
flowers, woodpeckers, chip-
munks and berries. Plus,  
they’ll be delighted by the  
slide that sends shapes down 
the tree stump.

PLAY-DOH KITCHEN CREATIONS 
ULTIMATE SWIRL ICE CREAM MAKER 
HASBRO, $35, AMAZON.CA 

Using this impressive contraption, your little one 
can whip up pretend ice cream creations with all 
the trimmings. We’re talking faux whipped cream, 
sprinkles—the works. The set comes with cones, 
dishes and recipe cards for inspiration. Oh, and  
lots and lots of Play-Doh, of course.

SPINNING RC 
LITTLE TIKES, $26, TOYSRUS.CA  

An adorable face and simple 
remote (with three buttons) 
make this an ideal choice for any child’s first re-
mote control toy. It has two modes: drive (forward) 
and spin. In spin mode, the doors fly open to 
reveal cute cartoon passengers.

SMART ENGINE WITH ACTION 
TUNNELS 
BRIO, $50, MASTERMINDTOYS.COM  

Using wireless technology, the engine on this 
clever train set communicates with the tunnels 
to stop, back up or blink its lights, depending on 
which tunnel it enters. All aboard!

MAGFORMERS MY FIRST 100 SET 
PLAYWELL, $250, INDIGO.CA

Looking for a quiet, constructive activity that doesn’t require batteries? With these cool, 
colourful magnetic shapes, kids can build 3D sculptures, like an animal, a building or a 
bus. Included with the 100 pieces are two playbooks featuring lessons about shapes, 
colours and patterns, and a guidebook with step-by-step instructions.

SAFARI TRAIN SET 
BIGJIGS, $97, CARDBOARDCASTLES.CA

Lions, elephants, giraffes—oh, my! Adorable painted tourists and park rangers are ready to take in the 
sights of the savannah with this charming wooden train set.

WOW! 
TOY

WOW! 
TOY
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PAW PATROL ULTIMATE FIRE TRUCK 
SPIN MASTER, $80, INDIGO.CA 

Everyone’s favourite fire dog, Marshall, runs this 
super-duper engine, complete with sounds and 
flashing lights. Kids will love launching water can-
nons and playing with the mini fire cart hidden 
inside the truck.

SPLATTOSAURUS 
EPOCH EVERLASTING PLAY, $20, AMAZON.CA

Things may not have ended well for the  
dinosaurs, but this creative board game  
manages to make extinction, well, fun.  
First, players mould their dinosaur pieces  
out of clay and then they get to squash  
their opponents into oblivion every time  
they draw a “Splat” card. Four different  
colours of clay and a dinosaur mould  
are included.

LEAPSTART 3D LEARNING SYSTEM 
LEAPFROG, $60, AMAZON.CA 

Reading is a lot more fun when the books talk 
back! Kids tap the pages with a stylus to sound 
out words and play games, while 3D-like anima-
tions bring the content to life right before their 
eyes. Each book in the LeapStart library features 
more than 30 activities, and with familiar faces  
like Peppa Pig and PJ Masks, kids will be thrilled  
to dive in.

AIRPORT WITH CONTROL TOWER  
BRIO, $90, MASTERMINDTOYS.COM 

Thoughtful details on this stylish playset, like a luggage loading area and light-up pylon, 
make this feel like the real deal (minus the travel delays).

SCRIBBLE SCRUBBIE 
PETS SCRUB TUB  
CRAYOLA, $23, WALMART.CA 

These cute-as-a-button critters 
are totally customizable—would-
be pet groomers can create 
unique, colourful looks with  
the six included washable mark-
ers. Grooming fail? Simply pop 
the pets in the working tub, 
clean them off and start again 
(and again).

BABY ALIVE POTTY 
DANCE BABY  
HASBRO, $70, INDIGO.CA

This baby needs to go potty—
and she’s not afraid to show it! 
She’ll even do an adorable little 
jig to tell you she has to go. 
She also speaks her mind (in 
English and Spanish). Kids will 
love combing her hair, helping 
her sip water and pretending 
to wash her hands with an itty-
bitty soap dispenser.

GO! GO! SMART WHEELS LAUNCH  
+ CHASE POLICE TOWER  
VTECH, $50, WALMART.CA

Po the police car has working lights and 
sounds, and whizzes through this interactive 
three-level track system (complete with hidden 
trap doors and road barriers) to chase down 
the bad guy. 

FISHER-PRICE LITTLE PEOPLE 
SHARE + CARE SAFARI  
MATTEL, $75, TOYSRUS.CA

This large and in charge jungle set (it’s over two 
feet tall) is designed to teach your kid how to 
respect animals while still having fun. A pop-up 
computer screen shares animal facts, including 
what each one needs to be happy. Kids are 
encouraged to match the six animals to their 
different habitats. Other cool features include a 
zipline, a drop-through waterfall and a boat ride.

DISNEY JUNIOR DOC MCSTUFFINS 
PET RESCUE MOBILE  
JUST PLAY, $90, TOYSRUS.CA

This 21-piece set has everything a little wannabe 
vet could dream of: a talking stethoscope, a light 
and sound X-ray machine and a play thermom-
eter, not to mention a bathing station and plenty 
of puppy treats. The station also transforms into 
a wheelie suitcase, so your mini Doc can make 
house calls!

LITTLE TIKES STEM JR.  
WONDER LAB 
MGA ENTERTAINMENT, $170, TOYSRUS.CA

Budding scientists will get hours of enjoy-
ment from this fully equipped laboratory. 
Plastic beakers, test tubes and goggles 
introduce little ones to legit lab equipment, 
and instruction cards explain 20 hands-on 
experiments, such as “Vampire Blood” and 
“Wizard’s Brew,” that use common house-
hold ingredients.

RECYCLING TRUCK 
DRIVEN, $65, INDIGO.CA 

This green, mean recycling machine is 
legit—complete with working lights and 
sounds (just press the steering wheel 
to toot the horn), plus a loading rack for 
pint-sized recycling bins. What better way  
to get the little ones excited about the 
three Rs?

IMAGINEXT  
JURASSIC WORLD 
JURASSIC REX 
MATTEL, $125, WALMART.CA 

Kids control the fearsome 
dino’s chomping and lung-
ing action, so it can scoop 
up the included action fig-
ure and Jeep in its jaws. In 
predator mode, the T. Rex 
roars and its eyes change 
colour from green to red, 
so you know it’s time to 
stop, drop and run!

RRRRRROOOAR!

WOW! 
TOY

WOW! 
TOY

WOW! 
TOY

WOW! 
TOY

WOW! 
TOY
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BUILD A BOT UNICORN
BASIC FUN, $25, TOYSRUS.CA

Unicorns do exist, and kids can build 
one from scratch with this robotics 
kit for beginners. Twenty pieces click 
together to create an adorable unicorn 
that reacts to sound. Clap to activate the 
bot, and watch it run, jump and neigh.

FINGERLINGS HUGS  
WOWWEE, $40, WALMART.CA

Bella the monkey is one lovable little lady. She’s 
super soft and huggable (she responds to touch!), 
and she’ll make kids laugh out loud by snoring, 
burping and farting (among the 40-plus sounds 
she produces). Talk about monkey business.

KANOODLE 
HEAD-TO-HEAD  
EDUCATIONAL INSIGHTS, $58,  

AMAZON.CA

Get that brain buzzing with this 
challenging two-player game. 
Pick a puzzle card (there are 
80 to choose from), and then 
it’s a race to see who can ar-
range their board to match the 
card. The best part? Not only 
does the winner get bragging 
rights, but they get to hit the 
“Kanoodle” button to pop their 
opponent’s pieces into the air!

KIDI STAR KARAOKE 
MACHINE  
VTECH, $60, AMAZON.CA

Put on a show—disco lights 
included—with this fully 
loaded karaoke machine.  
It has eight pre-set songs 
but can also connect to an 
external music player so  
kids can perform any tune  
of their choice. Cue the  
applause (there’s a button  
for that too!).

SHRINKY DINKS  
COOL FOIL JEWELRY  
ALEX BRANDS, $20, AMAZON.CA

Looking for a mess-free craft project? 
There’s no paint or glue required to make 
these sparkly charms. Kids apply foil decals 
(there are 20 trendy options) to plastic 
shapes and then put them in the oven 
and watch the magic happen—the charms 
shrink to one-third of their original size!

STAR WARS GALACTIC HEROES  
2-IN-1 MILLENNIUM FALCON 
HASBRO, $90, WALMART.CA

There are two ways to play with this impressive Millennium Falcon.  
It transforms from a spaceship to a playset with tons of fun features, 
like a projectile launcher and a secret escape hatch for Chewbacca 
and R2-D2 (who are included with the ship).

CALICO CRITTERS GRAND  
DEPARTMENT STORE GIFT SET  
EPOCH EVERLASTING PLAY, $170, AMAZON.CA 

Presided over by fashion designer Stella Hop-
scotch Rabbit, this elaborate 
department store is where Calico 
Critters in the know go for a little 
retail therapy. The boutique is 
loaded with dresses, a cosmetics 
counter and chocolate lounge. 
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MARVEL AVENGERS: 
INFINITY WAR  
HULKBUSTER ULTIMATE 
FIGURE HQ PLAYSET
HASBRO, $100, TOYSRUS.CA

This oversized Hulkbuster opens  
up to reveal a playset where regular-
size action figures (paging Captain 
America) can battle it out with a 
zipline and Roto-Blade launcher.

CREATE WITH CLAY  
DINOSAURS
CREATIVITY FOR KIDS, $20,  

SCHOLARSCHOICE.CA

Starting with plastic dinosaur bones, 
kids can bring a T. Rex, triceratops  
and stegosaurus back to life with  
non-drying clay. Googly eyes are  
also included for a cute 
finishing touch.

STIKBOT DINO MOVIE SET
ZING, $25, WALMART.CA

With this cardboard set and plastic figures, plus 
a free app (Zing StikBot Studio), kids can create 
their very own dinosaur movies using stop-motion 
animation. Jurassic Park Jr., anyone?

LATCHKITS MERMAID
KAHOOTZ, $25, SCHOLARSCHOICE.CA 

Crafty kids will enjoy making this brightly 
coloured mini rug, which doubles as great wall 
art. Everything is included in the kit, and the 
colour-coded canvas and precut pieces of 
yarn make completing this project a cinch.

HATCHIMALS  
COLLEGGTIBLES 
TROPICAL PARTY 
PLAYSET
SPIN MASTER, $38, WELL.CA 

These Hatchimals are ready 
to partay, and they’ve got 
the perfect pad, with a spin-
ning dance floor, a swing, 
a slide and light-up stages 
(presumably for some epic 
karaoke battles).

HOT WHEELS  
CORKSCREW CRASH 
TRACK SET
MATTEL, $76, WALMART.CA  

Little daredevils will love wreak-
ing havoc with this spiral car 
track, where the goal is 
to crash in magnifi-
cent fashion. Three 
motorized speed 
boosters give cars 
added oomph, so 
kids can launch their 
faves and watch the 
ensuing chaos.

FASHION PRESS PAPER  
FASHION MAKER  
KAHOOTZ, $40, AMAZON.CA

Aspiring fashion designers can use the eight fash-
ion plates and press roller to bring their outfit ideas 
to life with paper cut-out clothing. Fifty patterned 
sheets and 50 model design sheets are included, 
but the options truly are endless, as little ones  
can sketch their own models or use magazine 
pages or wrapping paper to create clothes.

WORLD OF  
NINTENDO  
MARIO KART  
RC ANTI-GRAVITY  
MOTORCYCLE  
JAKKS PACIFIC, $40,  

AMAZON.CA

Who wouldn’t get a kick out 
of a remote-control Mario on 
a motorbike? And he can go 
the distance—up to 100 feet, to 
be exact. Race in two modes, 
either regular or antigravity (the 
wheels flip to create a sort of 
hovercraft effect).

NHL TAKE ALONG ARENA  
PLAYMOBIL, $60, MASTERMINDTOYS.COM

Tiny hockey enthusiasts will love the 
details of this unbelievable playset. Pull 
back the hockey player’s lever to ma-
noeuvre his stick and shoot mini pucks 
into the net! The best part? The arena is 
cleverly designed with a handle, so kids 
can take the team on the road.

BARBIE CRAYOLA COLOR 
STAMP FASHIONS  
MATTEL, $35, TOYSRUS.CA

Barbie’s wardrobe just got a lot more 
colourful and customized, thanks to this 
15-piece kit. Kids can create their own 
special patterns using 10 mini stamps. 
Time for a new look? The ink washes  
out in a flash, and then it’s back to the 
drawing board!

IN THE FOREST GLOW 
IN THE DARK PUZZLE  
MUDPUPPY, $15, INDIGO.CA

Kids will get a kick out of the 
delightful woodland charac-
ters featured in this 100-piece 
puzzle—and that’s only the 
beginning. Switch off the lights 

to reveal a 
glowing  
image and 
find out 
which ani-
mals wake 
up at night.

IT GLOWS  
IN THE 
DARK!
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MAKI STACK
BLUE ORANGE GAMES, $35, WALMART.CA

A love of raw fish isn’t required to enjoy playing this  
balancing game with wooden sushi pieces. Each player  
draws a challenge card (there are 40 in total) and must  
assemble their order without knocking it over. 

STEM AMUSEMENT PARK SET  
ENGINO, $104, TOYSRUS.CA

Even parents will want to play with this cool kit 
that teaches how gears and motors work (and 
some beginner-level physics for good measure), 
while kids construct a working London Eye and 
merry-go-round. Step-by-step instructions are  
included, but if things get too complicated, you 
can also download interactive directions on  
your smart device.

MERMAID TAIL 
JEWELRY MAKER  
CREATIVITY FOR KIDS, $29,  

SCHOLARSCHOICE.CA

Your creative cutie can make 
necklaces and bracelets 
inspired by Ariel and friends. 
A mermaid tail tool (hence 
the name) makes braiding the 
coloured cords a breeze.

SPA SOAPS FOREST FRIENDS  
SMARTLAB, $20, JRTOYCANADA.CA

How about some science that smells good?  
This hands-on kit contains a chemistry lesson on 
how soap works, plus enough supplies to make  
20 custom soaps. Kids can mix colours, follow  
recipes and improvise by adding ingredients like 
citrus zest and dried lavender. The finished prod-
ucts (sudsy squirrels, owls and bunnies) are  
almost too cute to use!

LEGO NINJAGO FIRSTBOURNE  
LEGO, $90, SHOP.LEGO.COM

With a whopping 882 pieces, kids can build the 
incredible Firstbourne dragon (who has flapping 
wings, a swiping tail and poseable jaws), plus 
the Dragon Hunters’ HunterCopter. The set also 
includes six minifigures and the coveted golden 
dragon armour.

SNAP CIRCUITS BRIC: 
STRUCTURES
ELENCO, $60, MASTERMINDTOYS.COM

Learn the basics of electronics and how to 
build circuit boards with this 200-piece kit. Kids 
can make bridges, towers and houses with 
working lights and sounds. Plus, the Bric-2-
Snap adapters (there are 75 included in 
this set) allow this kit to be used with 
other brick sets in their collection.

MONOPOLY:  
CHEATERS EDITION 
HASBRO, $30, WALMART.CA

Being bad is good (sometimes), and 
players are encouraged to break the 
rules: Try robbing a bank, skipping 
out on rent or stealing another 
player’s identity. The player with 
the most money at the end 
wins (no matter what question-
able means they used to acquire 
their stash). 

COLOUR CHEMISTRY LAB SET  
CRAYOLA, $30, WALMART.CA

Tiny scientists will be delighted by this set that 
includes enough supplies to complete 16 experi-
ments (you’ll also have to use some household 
items), and there are instructions for 34 more. 
Highlights include an erupting volcano, a tornado 
in a bottle and booger goo (ew!).
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LEGO FRIENDS HEARTLAKE CITY RESORT  
LEGO, $130, SHOP.LEGO.COM

Friends Stephanie, Olivia, Andrea and Mason are ready to kick back and relax at  
this impressive seaside resort that features a restaurant, a juice bar, two waterslides  
and a working monorail. It’s fun to build, but even more fun to play with, thanks to  
all the cute details, like mini tacos, pint-sized DJ decks and a dolphin friend.SHADOWS IN THE FOREST  

THINKFUN, $40, AMAZON.CA

First, turn off the lights—you play this unusual 
strategy game with a glow-in-the-dark die. The 
seeker, who carries a working lantern, has to 
find all the Shadowlings to win. The catch is 
that Shadowlings are excellent at hiding (the 
game board comes with 3D cardboard trees 
to provide hiding places), and the Shadowlings 
win if they can all make it to one spot without 
getting caught.

KEYS TO THE CASTLE  
OUTSET MEDIA, $20, INDIGO.CA

Who’s the king of the castle? That all depends on  
who can navigate the complex grid of door tiles.  
Naturally, key cards open doors, but there are plenty  
of other surprises in store: For example, players  
can draw a padlock card (to block an opponent)  
or a secret passage card to create a diagonal route  
between two doors.

GRAVITRAX STARTER SET
RAVENSBURGER, $70, TOYSRUS.CA

This set is almost like a roller coaster for marbles. 
Aspiring engineers can build an interactive  
track system (while learning the basic laws of  
gravity and physics). There are 18 different con-
struction elements, but kids can also experiment 
and build their own designs. Add-ons can be 
purchased separately to create a seriously  
impressive network. 

LEGO CITY ARCTIC MOBILE 
EXPLORATION BASE  
LEGO, $150, SHOP.LEGO.COM

Lego-lovers will have hours of  
fun building this mobile lab  
unit and vehicles with moving  
parts (such as a spinning  
saw and a poseable crane).  
But the best part of this awesome  
set just might be the woolly  
mammoth that has been  
discovered preserved in ice!

CONVERTIBLES HAIR 
TIE BRACELETS
FASHION ANGELS, $20, TOYSRUS.CA 

Crafty junior fashionistas  
will love creating unique hair 
ties and bracelets with this  
colourful kit. We especially love 
the trendy charms (pineapple 
with sunglasses, we’re looking 
at you!).
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