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An Art Deco 
Condo for 
the 21st 
Century
Avenue Road  
and Bloor Street West
 
 
While some people buy art to 
match their home, the owners 
of this 4,000-square-foot, 
two-bedroom condo took the 
opposite approach: they hired 
Douglas Design Studio to 
custom-build the interior  
so that it would match their 
extensive collection of art 
deco furnishings. Stainless 
steel doors and stone-and-
plaster pilasters carry the 
theme throughout the space. 
The designers added vaulted 
ceilings in the primary rooms 
and laid the hardwood floor-
ing at angles, to create the illu-
sion of distinct spaces within 
the long hallways. Hand-
woven silk carpets and fabric 
wall treatments contrast with 
the suite’s hard surfaces. The 
entire space has a gallery-like 
appearance—and yet, it some-
how feels like a home. 
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1 The kitchen has  
a more contemporary 
look than the rest  
of the suite. The long 
glass dining table  
is from the furniture 
store Avenue Road. 
The large painting 
by the window is by 
American artist Paul 
Jenkins.

2 The foyer’s wall 
tiles are wrapped  
in goatskin.

3 The walls in the 
dining room are done 
up in silk panels. 
The bright red paint-
ing is by Jean-Paul 
Riopelle. 

4 The antique 
Chinese panels in 
the master bedroom 
are from the owner’s 
collection. They 
contrast with the 
Philip Jeffries wall 
covering. 

5 The main seating 
area’s oval vaulted 
ceiling separates  
it from the adjacent 
lounge and bar 
areas. The painting 
over the fireplace  
is another Riopelle. 

6 A barrel-vaulted 
ceiling and stone- 
and-plaster pilasters 
dot a long corridor 
leading from the 
foyer into the living 
area. The paintings 
are by David Mach 
and Riopelle.

7 The walls in the 
den are lined with 
leather.
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The Lair  
of a Stylish 
Supervillain
Queen Street West  
and Crawford Street
 
 
The owner of this one-
bedroom unit hired interior 
designer Stephane Chamard 
to build him a “secret lair,” 
taking inspiration from the 
hideouts of 1960s James Bond 
villains. The first thing to  
go was the very un-villainous 
exposed wood that lined the 
interior of the loft. Chamard 
whitewashed the ceilings.  
On the floors, he used a 
heavy-duty paint, similar to 
the stuff used to make road 
markings, so that they would 
be easy to maintain. Next,  
he filled the rooms with a mix 
of contemporary furniture 
and vintage accessories, 
favouring curvy forms to 
make the space look sculpted 
without sacrificing comfort. 
Large planters with over-
sized greenery bring life to 
the stark interior. The whole 
project cost about $180,000.
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1 A mix of classic 
designer chairs from 
Kartell and Vitra 
surround a custom 
dining table, 
designed by 
Chamard and built 
by Loyal Creative 
Design. 

2 A Bouroullec 
Ploum sofa and a 
pair of vintage Olivier 
Mourgue Djinn  
chairs make an  
oddly perfect visual  
match with a white 
mannequin wearing 
headphones.

3 Overhead, 
Bouroullec pendant 
lights accentuate the 
high ceilings.

4 The kitchen 
cabinets are one of 
the few elements of 
the design without 
some sort of 
pedigree. They’re 
from IKEA.  

5 Chamard 
designed the bed 
with the help of 
Joshua Goldstein  
at Collection 
International 
Interiors.

6 The Raymond 
Loewy dresser was  
a vintage find from 
Atomic.

7 The curvy 
Bouroullec shelves 
are from Quasi 
Modo. 

8 Tiny, white, 
hexagonal tiles give 
texture to the 
all-white bathroom.
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A Better 
Bachelor 
Pad
Manning Avenue  
and Dundas Street West 
 
 
Bachelor pads tend to come 
in two styles: sparse or 
dishevelled. This masculine 
Trinity Bellwoods townhome 
is neither. A custom steel  
DJ booth on the third floor 
sets the tone for what is 
essentially an ultra-sleek, 
3,000-square-foot man cave. 
The aesthetic continues in 
the master bedroom, where  
a wall mural evokes a tattoo 
parlour flash sheet. The inte-
rior design, achieved with  
a budget of about $300,000, 
is by Shirley Meisels,  
of MHouse Inc. Her other 
touches included refacing the 
fireplace with a smoky grey 
marble slab and converting  
a fourth bedroom into a 
sprawling dressing room with 
built-in closets and storage 
for shoes. She used warm wood 
tones and soft textures like 
shearling, linen and wool to 
balance the coolness of the 
glass, steel, marble and stone 
surfaces. For pops of colour, 
she framed the homeowner’s 
collection of band posters. 
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1 The sofas, coffee 
table and polar bear 
are from the 
furniture store 
Avenue Road.

2 The DJ booth 
was custom-made 
by Mhouse Inc. out  
of steel, walnut and 
marble. It has 
storage space for 
albums, turntables 
and other audio 
equipment.

3 The owner 
brought nothing 
with him from  
his previous home, 
so all of the furniture 
is new. This lounge 
chair is an Eames.

4 A black hex-tile 
backsplash from 
Cera Gres adds  
a masculine touch  
to the bathroom.  

5 The bed and 
nightstands are 
from Commute 
Design.

6 The custom 
closets were 
designed by Shirley 
Meisels and built  
by Millworx.

7 A simple bench 
from Elte is spruced 
up with a velvet 
cushion, strapped 
on with leather belts. 
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The Lap  
of Luxury,  
in a Loft
Front Street East  
and Church Street  
 
 
This 1,600-square-foot, two-
bedroom unit is located near 
the St. Lawrence Market. The 
owner gave his design firm, 
U31, about $400,000 and  
a list of wants: an enlarged 
kitchen for dinner parties,  
an extended entrance corridor 
for increased storage and an 
extra-large closet. Custom 
lighting in the walls and ceil-
ings highlight his prized 
collection of furniture and 
artifacts, including a wall  
of portraits by Ontario artists 
like David Bolduc and Ted 
Fullerton. To make the space 
welcoming for overnight 
guests, the second bedroom  
is off in its own wing, com-
plete with a second bathroom 
for privacy.
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1 A Venetian glass 
chandelier from the 
1960s is the dining 
area’s focal point.

2 A niche showcases 
keepsakes from  
the owner’s travels.  
In addition to his 
collection of portrai-
ture on the wall, 
there’s a metal inlaid 
mask from Africa.

3 The office has  
a view of the 
Gooderham Flatiron 
Buiding across  
Front Street.

4 The art in the 
kitchen is by 
Chinese photogra-
pher Lin Tianmiao.  

5 The cowhide 
leather and chrome 
chaise by the master 
bedroom window  
is a Le Corbusier. 

6 The large painting 
is by Canadian artist 
Lynn Donoghue.
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