Small-plates cuisine goes casual.
By Simone Olivero

Here's to elevated nibbles and complex culinary
masterpleces served up anack skze until late.

TAPAS & APERITIVOS

The Raliane and Spanish practically Invented the art of
snacking. For classic tapas lke jamdn bérico, patatas bravas
and roast bone manow, Bar lsabel (797 College St)
rightiully occupies one of the top spots In the city with its
creative Interpretations. On a similar nots, Bar Buca

(75 Portiand St) sarvee up Siclllan-style goat-and-ricotta
meatbalis, soppressata-and-baby-octopus skewers and
house-made burrata stulled with pesto, making every howr
aperitvo hour.

CUTLERY-FREE

An early adopter, 416 Snack Bar (181 Bathurst St)
opened In 2011, offering small plates that adheare to
the reeto's No. 1 rue: no cutiery. Seriously, you
won't find a fork here. Steak tartare, steamed bune
and even a salad (Japanese-style with wakame,
toasted seeame and miso dreesing) are presented
&3 glorified finger food. The same motio goes for its
gigter restaurant, Peoples Eatery (307 Spadna

latkes and kibbeh nayeh alongside General Teo tofu
and Peking duck.

ASIAN FUSION

Talwaneea night market treats are on order at
Kanpal Snack Bar (252 Carfton St), where
wok-fried anchovies, fried tofu and gooey
pork belly steamed buns pak perfectly
with Canadian brews and handcrafted
cocktalls. At Lopan (508 College St),
Dailos upstairs bar, Aslan rilfs on
North American classics lke the Big
Mac and KFC chicken are sarved
dim-sum-style untll 2 am,
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CURATED CRAVINGS

There's nothing fancy about the signature Smash Bag
nachoe from Junked Food Company (1256 Dundas
St. W)): they're prepared right In the Doritoe bag with
toppings like Dr Papper pulled pork, dark chocolate
chil and mac 'n’ cheass, if ted chicken ls more your
flavour, Bar Fancy (1070 Queen St. W) offers a special
of $2 fried chicken {and half-price oysters)
between 5 p.m. and 7 p.m, Plus, "dinty”
nachoe—compiets with a Cheez

Whiz-like topping—maks the

rounds untl late.
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